
883-1 MH, Tsukui-machi, Tsukui-gun,
Kanagawa, JAPAN 220-0201

elkins@dowil-to-the-crossroads.com
February 6, 2004

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It has been quitea while sincethe last letter,and quite a bit has happenedsince
then.

First and foremost,Kanon RosalinaElkins was born on April 26, in our own
TsukuiCounty (Ikukohad gone backto Fukuoka,her hometown,for givingbirth to the
two boys). Kanon (pronouncedKA (as in "cot")-non (as you would say "known"))is
not really a Japanese name, a point many peoplehave askedus about. It is the German
spellingfor "canon"(not cannon,please) and is a MiddleAges name meaningbasically
the same.The Japanesecharacterswhichwe have assignedto this pronunciationare

which means "aromaticsound",a referenceto 2 Corinthians2: 15-16,"Forwe

are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved,and in them that perish:
To the one we are the savourof deathuntodeath;and to the other the savourof life unto
life.And who is sufficientfor these things?"

Well, Kanon is healthy, and learning to crawl and find various Choking
Hazardsand the like. The boys are happyto have a sister,as well as the grandparentsto
have a granddaughter.Wejust ask that you pray for the parents,that their body and soul
will hold up under the task of child rearing,church,mission,andwork.

Weare studyingthe Old Testamentlaw in our adult SundaySchoolclassesnow,
and of all amazement,the Sisters our eating it up. Most Japanese Christians,however
sincere,do not see the necessityin understandingthe Wordof God as a whole, and tend
only to read portionsthat givenice warmfeelingsor instructionson life. This inevitably
leadsto rejectionof hardships,discipline,and consequentlyspiritualgrowth.

We had a "bible study boardingcamp", as you might call it, last summer,and
are planninganotherthis year.The Sistersdo seemto wholeheartedlyembracethe study
of the Word,and the needto live it out. Weaskthat you would especiallypray for Sister
Chizukoand Sister Junko,that they might be protectedfrom Satan'straps which he lays
for us all.

Prayers for Ikuko and myself, as well as the church are greatly appreciated.
Thankyou so much for your continuingsupport.

In His Love,
Nathan, lkuko, Joe, Ray,& Kanon


